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From: Cromartie-Mincey, DeBora
Sent: Mon, Jun 11, 2012 at 12:14 pm

To: mike@mikecantone.com
e Farris, Mary Helen
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Mr. Cantone, thanks for your correspondence.

Due to the legal nature of your request, the Supervisor of Elections office requested that our office
assist you in this matter. Generally, requests that come in directly to the Supervisor of Elections office
are handled by that office. However, when there are legal issues or matters of confidential and/or
exempt information that need to be reviewed and redacted, our office is contacted to help.

Please note that the Supervisor of Elections Office does not have any documents responsive to your
request, i.e. election contracts or agreements with the City of Tampa. This process is governed by the
Florida Statutes (the Election Code, Chapters 97-105) and Part B of the Tampa Charter (see below). For
your convenience, | highlighted the more pertinent provision.

On behalf of the Supervisor of Elections office, | apologize for the delay in getting this information to
you sooner. At the time your request came in, the office was engaged in candidate qualifying week.
We are making it our priority to respond today to the various requests that were made during last
week.

Again, our apologies. | hope you find this information helpful. Please do not hesitate to contact me if
you have questions or concerns.

Thanks

DCM

ARTICLE VIII. - ELECTIONS . [21

Sec. 8.01. - [County supenisor of elections as cityelections officer.]

Sec. 8.02. - [Election dates: determination of winners: taking office.]

Sec. 8.03. - [Redivision of election districis.]

Sec. 8.04. - [Use of county reqgistration records.

Sec. 8.05. - [Qualification for candidacy.]

Sec. 8.06. - [Applications to petition for candidacy.]

Sec. 8.07. - [Filing fee or cerification of petition.]

Sec. 8.08. - [Petition forms.]

Sec. 8.09. - [Proper signatures on petitions.]

Sec. 8.10. - [Soliciting of signatures by elections officer or in elections office prohibited.]

Sec. 8.11. - [Filing and examination of petitions_]

Sec. 8.12. - [Prohibited conduct with respect to petitions.]
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Sec. 8.13. - [Publication of sample ballot and list of polling places ]

Sec. 8.14. - [Printing of ballots.]

Sec.8.15. - [Questions and propaositions to be submitted at first election.]

Sec. 8.16. - [Inspectors of elections.]

sec. 8.17. - [Counting. tabulation and canvassing of vote.]

Sec. 8.18. - [Certification of results ]

Sec. 8.19. - [Nonpartisan elections ]

Sec. 8.20. - [Copies of election returns and records.]

Sec. 8.21. - [Filling of vacancies ]

Sec.8.22. - [Fees and costs.]

Sec. 8.23. - [Application of state election code ]

Sec, 8.24. - [Additional rules and requlations by city council ]

Sec. 8.25. - [Severability]

Sec. 8.26. - [Repeal of former laws ]

Sec. 8.01. - [County supervisor of elections as city elections officer.] .

The supervisor of elections of Hillsborough County shall be elections officer of the City
of Tampa and shall conduct, hold, and regulate all municipal elections of every kind, nature,
or character whatsoever held in the city, including regular, general, special, bond,
referendum, recall, charter and all other municipal elections. The elections officer shall not be
required to be a resident or elector of the city.

Sec. 8.02. - [Election dates; determination of winners; taking office.] .

A first election hereunder shall be held on the first Tuesday in September 1979 for the
election of all candidates for all elective offices in the city. If a candidate for an office receives
a majority of the votes cast for all candidates for the office or if the candidate had no
opposition at said first election, the candidate shall be declared elected for such office and
shall receive a certificate of election to the respective office as hereinafter provided. If no
candidate receives a majority of the votes cast, a second election shall be held on the fourth
Tuesday in September 1979 for the purpose of electing an officer to each elective office to be
filled; provided that there shall be printed upon the ballot only the names of those candidates
who received the greatest and the next greatest or equal number of votes in the first election.
The names of all such candidates shall be printed upon the ballots for the second election
and no other names shall be placed on the ballot. The candidates who received the greatest
number of votes cast for each office shall be declared elected and shall receive a certificate of
election from the elections officer. In the case of two candidates receiving an equal number of
votes for the same office the elections officer shall call and hold a special election within thirty
(30) days for the purpose of determining the winner between any two (2) such candidates.
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The mayor and city council members elected at said elections held hereunder in
September 1879, shall hold office for a term of three and one-half years and until their
successors have been duly elected and qualified. All elected and qualified candidates elected
at the municipal elections held in September 1979 shall take office on October 1, 1979.

Thereafter, elections shall be held in the manner hereinabove described on the first
Tuesday and when appropriate a second election on the 4th Tuesday in March of every year
in which municipal elections are to be held for the election of all candidates for all elective
offices in the city. All elected and qualified candidates elected at said March elections shall
take office on April 1 of the year in which they are elected.

Sec. 8.03. - [Redivision of election districts.] .

In the year immediately preceding the year in which regular elections shall be held for
electing the various officers to serve as city officials, but no later than April 1 of that preceding
year, all of the territory then included within the corporate limits of said city shall be redivided
by the elections officer, upon the recommendation and with the approval of the Hillsborough
County City-County Planning Commission, into seven council districts, three of those districts
being identical with the territorial boundaries of the city, and four districts being divisions of
the entire city, each containing as nearly as possible equal population, while maintaining the
integrity of precinct boundaries. Said districts and their boundaries shall not be numbered and
proclaimed by said officer until the Hillsborough County City-County Planning Commission has
held at least one public hearing to discuss the said boundaries and to solicit comments by the
public. The public hearing shall be noticed in a newspaper of general circulation in the city,
once a week for 2 consecutive weeks, and shall be placed in an area of the newspaper other
than the classified section. Such notice shall be no smaller than 4 inches by 6 inches and
shall contain the time and location of such public hearing and the purpose thereof. The public
hearing(s) shall be held after 7:30 p.m. Any time after the public hearing(s) the districts and
their boundaries shall thereupon be numbered and proclaimed by the elections officer and
notices of the same shall be published once a week for 2 consecutive weeks in a daily
newspaper of general circulation in the city and shall be placed in an area of the newspaper
other than the classified section. In determining the population in the council districts and the
precincts, the elections officer shall base the determination according to the latest published
official census figures, federal or state, or the "Population and Housing Estimates" as
promulgated yearly by the Hillsborough County City-County Planning Commission, whichever
shall be the most current.

Sec. 8.04. - [Use of county registration records.] .

The elections officer shall use the registration records of Hillsborough County for all
city elections and any person who is a qualified elector on the county rolls and resides within
and is registered as residing within the corporate limits of the city is qualified to vote in any city
election.
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Sec. 8.05. - [Qualification for candidacy.] -

Any person possessing the prerequisite qualifications may upon compliance with all
applicable provisions of law and ordinance qualify as a candidate and have said person's
name placed upon the ballot for the office sought by not earlier than noon of the 50th day and
not later than noon of the 46th day from and before the date of the first election:

(1)
Paying a qualifying fee in a sum equal to 5 percent of the annual salary of the
office sought, or

Filing a qualifying petition in the form, content, and manner hereinafter
provided bearing the genuine signatures of that number of electors in the City
of Tampa as shall equal .25 percent of the population of the City of Tampa for
any City Council districts, or one (1) percent of the population of the City of
Tampa for Mayor, according to the latest published official state or federal
census or the "Population and Housing Estimates" as promulgated yearly by
the Hillsborough County City-County Planning Commission, whichever shall be
the most current.

(3)
Executing a loyalty oath and a candidate oath pursuant to Section 7 [8.07]
hereof, the forms of which shall be as follows:

LOYALTY OATH

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF

l, , a citizen of the State of Florida and of the
United States of America, and a candidate of public office, do hereby
solemnly swear or affirm that | will support the Constitution of the United
States and of the State of Florida.

Signature of Candidate

OATH OF CANDIDATE

l, , reside at in the City of
Tampa, County of Hillsborough and State of Florida; | am a resident
and elector of the City of Tampa. | wish to be a candidate in the
regular/special City of Tampa election to be held on
/ Ik for the office of
; 'am qualified under the constitution and laws of the
State of Florida and ordinances of the City of Tampa to hold the office
of ; 1 will have been a resident of the City of Tampa for 1
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yedr immeaiately preceding the commencement of the term of office;
and, if a candidate for the Tampa City Council, a resident of the Tan.»>a
City Council District for at least 6 months immediately
preceding the commencement of the term of office; | have taken the
oath required by ss. 876.05—876.10, Florida Statutes; | have qualified
for no other public office in the state the term of which office, or any
part thereof, runs concurrent to the office | seek; | have resigned from
any office from which | am required to resign pursuant to s. 99.012,
Florida Statutes.

Signature of Candidate

Address:
The above Loyalty Oath and the above Qath of Candidate are
sworn to and subscribed before me this day of :
19 , at ; County, Florida.
Notary
(Seal)

The terms residence and resident as used in this act [article] shall be the legal
domicile of an individual. Residence, as a required qualification under the’
terms of this act [article], means living in a factual place of abode with the
intent to make it a fixed and permanent home.

Sec. 8.06. - [Applications to petition for candidacy.] .-

A candidate seeking to have the candidate's name placed on the ballot for the first
municipal election by means of the petitioning process as herein described shall file with the
elections officer upon forms prescribed and provided by the elections officer, an application
stating the candidate's full name, place of residence, the election in which to be a candidate,
and the title of the office sought, showing such information as shall be necessary to establish
that the applicant possesses the prerequisite qualifications, and signifying that the applicant
wishes to have the applicant's name placed upon the ballot by filing a petition. Said
application shall be filed at any time after the 140th day preceding the first day of qualifying,
but prior to the 10th day preceding the first day of qualifying. Said application shall be signed
by the candidate and verified by affidavit of the candidate before an officer authorized to
administer oaths. No signatures shall be obtained by a candidate on any petition until the
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appucation has been filed as herein prescribed and until such application shall have been
approved by the elections officer for issuance of petition forms. Any person who seeks to
qualify for election by means of the petitioning process shall appoint a treasurer and
designate a primary depository on or before the date the petitions are obtained.

Sec. 8.07. - [Filing fee or certification of petition.] .

The elections officer at the time of filing and prior to the acceptance of those
qualification papers described in subsection (3) of Section 5 [8.05] shall collect from the
candidate either a sum of money equal to five (5) percent of the annual salary of the office
sought or a letter from the elections officer certifying that the signatures prescribed in Section
5(2) [8.05(2)] have been obtained.

Sec. 8.08. - [Petition forms.] .

The petition shall be upon forms prescribed and provided by the elections officer
which forms shall be made available to the applicant possessing the prerequisite qualifications
within 72 hours after the filing and acceptance of the candidate's application and which forms
shall comply with the following:

(1)
Upon each card there shall be printed at the top thereof the statement "I, the
undersigned, am an elector in the City of Tampa and | reside in the district of
the candidate referred to below, and by subscribing my name hereto | petition
to have the name of (candidate's full name), (candidate's place of residence),
Tampa, Florida, placed on the City of Tampa Election Ballot as a candidate for
the office of (designate office and district, if applicable) in the election to be
held (date of first election)”;

Each card shall provide for one (1) signature, with appropriate lines, spaces,
or places for the elector's signature and for the elector to print the elector's full
name, the elector's residence address, the date the elector signed; and

Each candidate shall be issued petition forms in sufficient numbers to facilitate
the gathering of the requisite number of signatures and if for any reason the
candidate desires an additional number they shall be furnished by the
elections officer to the candidate at actual cost.

Sec. 8.09. - [Proper signatures onl petitions.] .

No petition shall bear the name of or be for the qualification of more than one (1)
candidate. No person shall place the name of another or a fictitious name upon a petition. No
person other than the elector placing a signature upon a petition shall print or place the
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uuuuuu ' nenne, 1esiaence, or the date of signature upon a petition. No signature shail be
obtained except upon and after authenticated petition forms are furnished by the elections
officer to the candidate and no signature shall be obtained thereto later than noon of the 54th
day from and before the date of the first election.

Sec. 8.10. - [Soliciting of signatures by elections officer or in elections office
prohibited.].

No signatures to a petition shall be obtained by the elections officer or any deputies or
employees of the elections officer. No signatures shall be solicited in the office of the elections
officer or any place where registration of electors is being conducted.

Sec. 8.11. - [Filing and examination of petitions.] .

The qualifying petition shall be filed by the candidate with the elections officer not later
than noon of the 10th day preceding the first day of the qualifying period. The elections officer
shall prior to the first day of qualifying determine whether the required number of signatures
has been obtained for the name of the candidate to be placed on the ballot and issue a
certificate stating that the elections officer has examined the petition and stating whether the
required number of qualified signatures has been obtained. A name on a petition which is not
in the exact form as a name on the voter registration books shall be counted as a valid
signature for purposes of this section if, after comparing the signature on the petition with the
signature of the alleged signer as shown on the registration certificate, the supervisor of
elections determines that the person signing the petition and the person registered to vote
are one and the same. If the number of such names is equal to or greater than the number of
electors' signatures required to qualify the candidate, the elections officer shall certify the
candidate as qualified. A candidate may file a supplemental nominating petition provided that
the same is filed in the form, manner, and time prescribed for an original petition. No original
qualifying petition shall be filed with or examined by the elections officer unless the petition
purportedly bears the requisite number of signatures to qualify the candidate for the office
sought. Petitions when filed with the elections officer shall be and constitute public records
and shall be retained on file by the elections officer according to the schedule set by the
Division of Archives of the Florida Department of State, and shall then be destroyed.

Sec. 8.12. - [Prohibited conduct with respect to petitions.] .

A person shall be guilty of a misdemeanor in the second degree punishable as
provided by general law who-

(1)
Induces an elector to sign a petition, by corruptly offering or knowingly
permitting another for the elector's benefit to offer, a bribe;

(2)
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Either before or after signing a petition, as consideration therefor, accepts any
bribe or any corrupt promise of gain;

(3)
Shall file a petition knowing that it or any part of it has been falsely made:

(4)
Shall knowingly cause, induce, or permit any person who is not an elector in
the City of Tampa to sign a petition:

Shall represent to a signatory to a qualifying petition as being for the
qualification of any other candidate or any other office than the candidate or
office for whom or which the form of petition was issued; or

(6)

Shall knowingly violate any of the provisions of this Act [article].

Sec. 8.13. - [Publication of sample ballot and list of polling places] .

The elections officer shall within seven (7) days prior to any municipal election cause.
to be published one time in a newspaper of general circulation in the city a sample ballot and
a list designating the polling places in the city.

Sec. 8.14. - [Printing of ballots.]

The elections officer shall cause to be printed on the ballot to be used in the first
election the names of all candidates for elective offices which have been qualified by the
elections officer, except that the elections officer shall not be required to place upon such
ballot the name of any candidate who has no opposition in the first election.

Sec. 8.15. - [Questions and propositions to be submitted at first election.].

All questions and propositions shall be submitted to the voters at the first election.

Sec. 8.16. - [Inspectors of elections.] .

For the purpose of carrying on and conducting all municipal elections it shall be the
duty of the elections officer at least 20 days prior to the holding of the election to appoint the
necessary inspectors of election and one clerk of election for each election precinct of the
city, who shall be qualified electors of Hillsborough County. The elections officer shall conduct
training classes for inspectors, clerks and deputies prior to any first regular or first special
municipal election for the purpose of instructing them in their duties and responsibilities as
election officials. If any vacancies occur in such appointments, the elections officer shall
immediately make new appointments filling the vacancies and no vacancy shall be filled in any
other manner. The inspectors and clerks of election shall each take and subscribe to an oath
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weraying, ransportation, and protection of voting equipment, the integrity of the equipmen:

and returns, protests and contests of the counting, tabulation, and canvassing of the returns
and the election, and all matters relating to the calling, holding, conduct and regulation of
elections not provided for in this Act farticle] or by ordinance of the city council enacted
hereunder shall be governed by the state election code.

Sec. 8.24. - [Additional rules and regulations by city council.] .-

The city council shall have power and authority by ordinance to make any additional
rules and regulations concernihg electors and elections in the city as may be necessary for
the full and complete exercise of the powers and authority herein vested in the elections
officer and to impose upon and to vest in the elections officer such additional powers and
duties as are necessary for the proper and orderly calling, holding, conduct, and regulatior. of
elections in the city, which additional rules and regulations and additional powers and duties

shall be as valid as if specifically provided by this Act [article], provided that such ordinances
or the provisions thereof do not conflict with the provisions of law.

Sec. 8.25. - [Severability.] .

If any section, Subsection, paragraph or other provision of this Act [article], or its
application to any person or circumstance shall be held invalid or unconstitutional, such
holding shall not affect the validity of any other section, subsection, paragraph, or other
provision, or its application to other persons or circumstances. The legislature hereby
expresses the intent that it would have enacted the other provisions of this Act [article] as if
the invalid or unconstitutional provision was not contained within the Act [article].

Sec. 8.26. - [Repeal of former laws.]

The former City of Tampa Election Laws as set out in Chapter 73-643, Laws of

Florida, and amended by Chapter 75-511 and Chapter 77-656, Laws of Florida, are hereby
repealed.

FOOTNOTE(S):

-1.5. andction arrangements with the City is governed hs The City of TampaGenerally, ofre are nouhjt
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Page, Eichenblatt, Bernbaum & Bennett, PA

Irial Lawyers Committed to Excellence
May 14, 2012

Mike Cantone
Brian W. Bennett ** 4012 Maguire Boulevard, #4216
Orlando, Florida 32803

Lee N. Bernbaum

Serendl, Eibionbluen Re:  Public Record Requests

Brett A. Marlowe Dear Mr. Cantone:
Gregory A. Page This law firm serves as legal counsel for the Supervisor of
Elections for Orange County, Florida. | have consulted with my client

Nicholas A Shannin ****  regarding your public records requests. Please accept this

correspondence on behalf of the Orange County Supervisor of Elections
as the response to your amended public records request submitted on
May 10, 2012 and your previous requests all for information regarding

& Beam Genoied the April 3, 2012, City of Orlando election.
Construction Lawver
" Boatd Grinietl You have confirmed your understanding that this election was, in
Appellate Lawyer fact, a City of Orlando election and not a Federal, State, or County
# Certified Circuit election which would otherwise fall under the duties of the Office of the
Court Mediator Orange County Supervisor of Elections. The City of Orlando’s elections

are governed by the City Charter and Ordinances. Pursuant to the
Charter, the City of Orlando has adopted and follows the Election Laws
of the State of Florida except in specific circumstances that are also
outlined in the Charter. The City Clerk is responsible for conducting the
municipal elections and serves on the City Canvassing Board. The City
Canvassing Board, as provided in the Charter, is responsible for the
canvassing and certifying of the election.

Subsequent to the election on April 3@ the Orange County
Supervisor of Elections Public Records Manager, Fred Altensee, has
worked with you and others in providing responses to your various public
records requests. Access has been provided to ballots and absentee
ballot certificate envelopes, which are now in the possession of the City.
The elections office has provided you with a copy of the municipal
election contract between the Supervisor of Elections and the City of
Orlando. As previously advised, there were no addendums to the
contract. Recently, you were provided with the municipal fee schedule
as established by the elections office at the beginning of each fiscal year
for all municipalities. Additionally, you were provided with a copy of the

214 E. Lucerne Circle * Orlando, FL 32801 Visit us or,lineAat:
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